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‘Tax bill a 
dilemma 
for local 
House 
members 


Provisions could cost 
their constituents, give 
foes an opening in “18 


By Jeff Horseman 
jhorseman@scng.com 
@JeffHorseman on Twitter 


The ads, fair or not, would go 
like this: “Californians — Repub- 
lican Congressman (insert name 
here) voted to raise your taxes and 
take away your health care!” 

It’s a Democratic attack com- 
ing to your mailbox, TV and ra- 
dio in 2018 if Southern Califor- 
nia’s House Republicans, after 
unanimously voting in May to re- 
peal Obamacare, support a tax re- 
form bill that takes away deduc- 
tions frequently used by Califor- 
nia taxpayers. 

“Establishment Republicans 
have already voted for a budget 
that would raise taxes on millions 
of middle-class families in order to 
give tax breaks to millionaires and 
overseas corporations that will in- 
crease the deficit by over a trillion 
dollars,” said Democratic Con- 
gressional Campaign Committee 
spokesman Drew Godinich. 

“They will absolutely be held ac- 
countable for their track record of 
failing to represent working fami- 
lies in 2018.” 

But voting against tax reform 
could anger President Donald 
Trump, House GOP leadership 
and Republican voters already 
frustrated that Obamacare is still 
on the books. 

“For California Republicans, the 
tax bill is A&W choice — awful and 
worse,” said Jack Pitney, a profes- 
sor of politics at Claremont MckK- 
enna College. 

House Majority Leader Kevin 
McCarthy, R-Bakersfield, “has a 
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“Itsa 
tough vote 
for me, 
but I’m 
not gonna 
keep the 
economy 
down for the whole 
country because 
California has gota 
bad government.” 

— Duncan Hunter, R-Alpine, who 


represents most of Temecula, saying 
why he supports the bill 


Train event will still ron 
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This weekend's Thomas the Tank 
Engine event will continue at the 
Perris railway museum, despite a 
near-tragedy Sunday. LOCAL 1 


Target sets holiday hours 
Target is offering shoppers a 
Thanksgiving night breather 
before Black Friday shopping gets 
underway. BUSINESS ON NEWS 6 


Rookie on ice has team hot 


Adrian Kempe, 21, has brought the 
Kings a boost of speed and energy, 
columnist Mark Whicker says. 
SPORTS 


Riverside 


Temecula: Desert: Mountains: 
72/49 82/58 58/38 


Full weather forecast » NEWS 8 
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By Scott Schwebke 
sschwebke@scng.com 
@thechalkoutline on Twitter 


ANAHEIM » The Canyon fire 2 that 
last month scorched more than 9,200 
acres, destroying 15 houses and 10 
other structures, was likely started 
by high winds pushing embers from 
a clump of oak ignited by a previous 
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Last month’s Canyon fire 2, coming days after a blaze that 
damaged homes in nearby Corona, destroyed 25 structures. 


CANYON FIRE 2 TIED 
TO EARLIER BLAZE 


Officials say wind blew lingering embers to spark the 
fire that destroyed homes and torched 9,200 acres 


fire in the same area, Anaheim Fire & 
Rescue officials said Monday. 

“The winds that came up were 
some of the strongest winds we have 
had in years,” Chief Randy R. Brueg- 
man said at a news conference held 
at an Anaheim fire station about the 
blaze’s cause. “It was an environment 
created by that wind.” 
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COURAGE, CELEBRATION 


TAKE PLACE OF FEAR 
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Castle View Elementary School teacher Janice Bishop hugs a student on their first day back after an Oct. 31 hostage situation on campus. 


After a teacher was held hostage last week, Castle View Elementary reopens 


By Ryan Hagen 
rhagen@scng.com 
@rmhagen on Twitter 


As soon as students arrived at Riverside’s Castle View Elementary 
for the first day of class since Halloween, when a parent held a first- 
grade teacher hostage for hours until he was fatally shot by police, 
their nervousness transformed into broad smiles and high-fives. 

Their previous day at school may have been terrifying, but Mon- 


day was a day of celebration. 


As they arrived on campus, students and parents walked through 
rows of students from other schools bearing welcoming messages, 
high-fived smiling greeters, and accepted teddy bears with minia- 


ture T-shirts reading “Castle View Courage.” 


Whether told through teddy bears or hugs, the message was uni- 


form: You're loved. 


The welcome turned around the emotion of the day, said parent 


Michelle Gifford as she dropped off her two children. 


“Although it’s a tragedy, the thing that makes me cry is seeing ev- 
eryone come together,” Gifford said. “The good outweighs the bad.” 


Gifford brought a gift of her own: cupcakes. 


They were for the Halloween parties that many teachers had 
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Parents, teachers, first responders and students from other schools in 
the district were among those extending a hearty welcome to Castle 
View students as they arrived for school Monday. 


Shooter had history of threats, attacks 


Ex-airman’s records that could have barred gun 
purchase weren't forwarded to FBI, Air Force says 
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Frank and Sherri Pomeroy, who lost their daughter in Sunday's 
Texas church attack, take part in a news conference Monday. 


By Jim Vertuno, Will Weissert 
and Paul J. Weber 
The Associated Press 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, TEXAS » The 
gunman who killed 26 people at a 
small-town Texas church had a his- 
tory of domestic violence and sent 
threatening text messages to his 
mother-in-law, a member of First 
Baptist, before the attack, author- 
ities said Monday. 

A day after the deadliest mass 
shooting in state history, the mil- 
itary acknowledged that it did not 
submit the shooter’s criminal his- 


tory to the FBI, as required by the 
Pentagon. If his past offenses had 
been properly shared, they would 
have prevented him from buying a 
gun. 

Investigators also revealed that 
sheriff’s deputies had responded to 
a domestic violence call in 2014 at 
Devin Patrick Kelley’s home involv- 
ing a girlfriend who became his sec- 
ond wife. Later that year, he was 
formally ousted from the Air Force 
for a 2012 assault on his ex-wife in 
which he choked her and struck 
her son hard enough to fracture 
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